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SOME NEW BOOKS,

A Btar of the Sclons,

Binoe the publication of the well known
idod greatly admired povel “Lady Rose's
Davghter,” by Mrs. Humphry Ward, which
Jaalt with a strange and moving situation,
has been a revival of interest in
who must have been the prototype of
Ward's heroine, Jufle de Lespinasse,
ose pathetio story will be found set forth
dly and sympathetically in a volume
d A Star o/ the Salons, by CaMILLA
Jeen (Putnams). This is not the first but
b 18 the best of the recent English books
ing with the subject. The author tells
in a preface that for several years the
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3 singular fascination. Her knowledge
1 Mile. de Lespinasse, derived in the first
o8 mainly from her “Letters to Gui-
‘ .* has been, of course, enormously en-
! jed since the appearance of the Marquis
{
i
:

Bwe Bégur's study, which is distinguished
only for notable discoveries but for
#xtraordinary insight and feeling. By
¥rench men and French women Bégur's
will doubtless be accepted as the
word, but Miss Jebb expresses the hope
the story of Julie de Lespinasse as sesn
y & biographer of her own sex but of a
i different nationality may reveal some
¥ mapeots of the case hitherto unnoticed and
ipot uninteresting. The writer of the book
'ore us has also undertaken to give some
bl of the background against which Julie
“moved and the strange transitional epoch
'8 Io which her life was cast,
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™ Julie de Leapinasse was the {llegitimate {
‘P 8uughter of Julie d'Albon, the heiress of an
‘anclent and illustrious family, who at the
of 16 was married to the Comte d'Albon, !
ocousin, The union was unhappy,
For more than twelve years, indeed, the
pung people lived an outwardly united
fe in the ancient feudal castle of Avauges,
' Bwhich formed a part of Julie d'Albon's
 inheritance. They had four children, of
hom two survived, but soon after the
Q rth of the last—the son and heir—the
3
f
|

L Comte d'Albon withdrew to his native town
Roanne, where he died. Our author
ipoints out that we must not judge the
onduot of the young wife, thus left prac-
tic a widow, by the standard of our
n times, From the point of view of most
her contemporaries it was inevitable
a woman in such circumstances should
a second husband informally; or in
‘other words, a lover. It would seem, how-
saver, that Mme d'Albon must have acted
Lwith unusual caution; for although all her
guaintanoces knew that she had a lover
knew who he was, and it is only
recently that his identity has been
d by the patient research of M. de
When her legitimate son Camille
as 8 years old Mme. d'Albon gave birth to
other boy, of whom soarcely anything is
'- own He was educated apparently in a
i monastery at Lyons, and In due time be-
me a monk Twenty months later was
‘['born his sister, the subjeot of the present
B memoir, whom a far different lot awaited.
little girl was baptized the day after
‘her birth In a Lyons church and received
wthe names of Julle-Jeanne-Eléanore, being
entered in the parish register as the child
of “Claude Lespinasse, bourgeois de Lyon,
" and dame Julie Navarre, his wife." Both
. of these were purely flotitious personages,
 the name of Lespinasse being derived from
" ope of the D'Albon estates
Of the years which immediately followed
‘the biographer can tell us little beyond the
ot that Mme. d'Albon could not bring her-
to renounce her illegitimate daughter
practically she had renounced her illegiti-
I mate son, The childhood of Julie was almost
'B¥ gertainly passed in the ancient chAteau of
| F'"Avauges, which stood on the road between
W' Lyons and Tarare. Hither the little girl
‘I seermns to have been brought after a year
‘f or more spent, as was then the custom
i even for legitimate children, in the cottage
" of some humble foster mother. She was
i then and always thereafter known under
% the name of Lespinasse, and some pretext
% of adoption was probably invented to ac-
" oount for her presence at the castle, The
first half dozen years of her childhood were
‘unquestionably happy. She was brought
Sup with the same care as the two legitimate
® children, and probablr treated with equal
" respect. When she was 7 years old,
' however, an event oocurred which was
" destined to exercise a most unfavor-
i able influence upon her future—the mar-
& riage, namely, of her half sister, Diane
® d’Albon, with Gaspard de Vichy-Champ-
& rond, » neighbor and an old friend of the
. family In order to explain how Julie's
" fortunes were affected by this alliance our
[ muthor here finds it necessary to consider
%' the question of her descent on the father's
* #ide, a question much debated by the gos-
"‘sips of her own day, and in later times by
I* Jitterateurs who have interested themselves
“in her history. The secret was preserved
“Swith such extraordinary care and sucoess
. that jt remained undeciphered until within
. the last few years, when the key to the mys-
tery was found by M. de Ségur in eome
% hitherto unpublished manuscripts, The
L father of Julie de 1.espinasse was, he thinks
..‘gd virtually demonstrates, no other than
i the very Gaspard de Vichy who mseven
years after her birth became the husband
' of her elder sister. The situation is cer-
i tainly not a pleasant one to contemplate,
@ Our author's comment is: *We can imagine
. the suitor, level headed, hard natured,
3 bent at all costs upon an advantageous
i* establishment for himself and careless of
the means by which it should be obtained;
~ the girl Diane, knowing nothing of the
8 " horrible complication, and fascinated, per-
® haps, as girls often have been fascinated,
by the finished manners and ripe experience
B of a lover twenty-one years older than her-
#olf; the mother, heart wrung, conscience
strioken, yielding reluctantly to the pres-
P sure brought from both sides to bear upon
L her.”
4! m
1t must have been plain snough to Mme.
%" d'A)bon that no good could come of such
& a marriage for any of the persons con-
cerned, but the biographer deems it doubt-
% ful whether she at first foresaw the full ex-
% tent of the calamity thus entailed upon the
{ . peor child, whose interests should have
£, been as sacred to Gaspard as they were to
(5. berself. As a matter of fact the strange
and sinister son-in-law soon showed himself
* firmly resolved that the portion of his wife,
the only legitimate daughter, should not be
ciminished by any vorovision for her un-
acknowledged rister. He offered a deter-
L. ¢ minad resistance to every measure at-
tempted for this purpose by Mme. d'Albon.
Bo fierce, indeed, was the opposition made
by him, and at his prompting by his wife,
Diane, and brother-in-law, Camille d'A)-
bonm, that the Countess found herself obliged
. " to give way. All that she ventured openly
(1o do was to insert in her will a clauss be-
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. jqueathing to “Julie-Jeanne-Eléanore Lespi-
" passe, caughter of Clavde Lespinasse and
- Julie Navarre.” an annuity of 50 francs,
" . writh & further legacy of 8,000 francs to be
1 ald in case she either married or entered
raligion. Unknown, inoreover, to her ex-
lover and present son-in-law, Gaspard, and
to her legitimate son, Camille, the Countess

e —————

abject of this book has exercised over her |
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ber death, which cocurred about & year and
& half after her will was drawn, she called
her little daughter Julle, then aged 15, to
her bedside and secrstly gave the whole
amount into her possession with injunction
to keep it for herself. The poor child, un-
fitted alike by age, temperament and edu-
cation for the grim struggle for existence
which thenceforth was to be her portion,
handed over the money intact to her half-
brother Camille (who did not hesitate to
take and retain it), and she never benefited
to the extent of a penny by her mother's
dying wish.

Up to the time of her mother's death
the girl, beyond a general impression that
there was something very wrong indeed,
seems not to have anderstood the (rue
nature of her position, Perhaps it was the
reading of Mme, d'Albon's will, perhaps
the uncompromising sxplanations of her
relatives, which revealed to this petted
daughter of a wealthy house the existence
of poverty and humiliation whioh awaited
her. However this may be, her anguish
and grief aroused the sympathy of Diane
de Vichy, who had come of courss to at-
tend her mogher's funeral, Even Gas-
pard's heart seems to have been touched
with something like pity for the daughter
whom he had done his best to render desti-
tute. They proposed to the desolats girl
that she should make her home with them,
an offer which she gladly accepted, for
indeed, she had no other resource.

The next four years of Julle's life were
passed in discharging the functions of a
governess to her ealder sister's children.
The position of governess in those days
was not sharply differentiated from that I
of an upper servant. To be relegated
therefore to such a status may well have
seemed to a girl brought up as Julie had
been a bitter humiliation. It is not there-
fore surprising that when in 1762 Mme,
du Deffand, a sister of Gaspard de Vichy,
arrived at Champrond on s visit and
conoeiving a great liking for Julie de Lespi-
nasse Invited the young girl to live with
her as a companion in Paris the offer should
have been eagerly accepted. It was not,
however, until April, 1764, that Julie went
to the capital, and the intervening time
was spent in a convent,

nm.

Mme. du Deffand, the remarkable woman
who was destined to exercise an incaloula-
ble influence upon the young girl's fortunes,
was then in her Afty-sixth year The fame
of her Intellectual powers, of her brilliant
and soathing sarcasm and her almost un-
rivalled ability In conversation has en-
dured down to our own day. Although
born at Champrond, her upbringing had
been by no means that of a country girl.
Like most young ladies of her time, indeed,
she was early sent to a convent school, and
only left it on her marriage to the Mar-
quis du Deffand, at the age of 21 (1718),
The fashionable Paris convent of that day,
however—and such was that where Marie
de Vichy received her education—was no
abode of Arcadian simplicity nor of inno-
oence. The heads of such institutions were
women of high rank, who, despite their
vows, had by no means renounced the
world. Visitors of both sexes found their
way frequently within the precincts; exeats
for the pupils, at all events, were easily pro-
oured; the flow of communication with mun-
dane affairs was uninterrupted, and the
latest court scandal was as llkely as not to
form the topic of conversation. We may
then be tolerably certain that Mle. de
Vichy was no ingénue of the sheltered type
when she acoepted the husband selected for
her by family arrangements and-—the mar-
riage scarcely over—decided that as a hus-
band the Marquls du Deffand was impossible.
We are told that “he was always taking
trouble to make himself disagreeable.”

The young Mme. du Deffand made her
way at onoe to the very heart of that brill-
{ant, fascinating and inconceivably corrupt
society. She had olaims as a beauty
no less than as a wit, and she soon won
the favor of the Regent himself, who is said
to have loved her faithfully for at least a
fortnight and who doubtless had more
than one suoccessor in her affections. Mme,
du Deffand seems to have stepped beyond
the line drawn by public opinion and after
the Regent's death found herself more or less
ostracized in Paris She at first set towork
to repait her mistake by seeking reconcilia-
tion with her huaband, but they soon parted
onoe more and the courageous woman had
recourse to a second method of recovering
respectablility, not strictly in acoordance
with the conventions of the present cen-
tury. As a preliminary she obtained a
judiclal separation from her husband and
then took to herself a lover en titre. The
President Hénault, the person on whom
Mme. du Deffand's choice had fallen, wasa
widower He was the presiding judge of
acourt of appeals and of a distingulshed
although not a noble family, and he was
one of the most attractive men of his time.
It was mainly through him that Mme. du
Deffand regained her social position, and
that he was useful in other ways is evident
from the fact that during many years he
secretly pald her an annuity of six thousand
franos and through his influence at court
procured for herannually an equivalent sum
from the royal treasury. There is no doubt
that henceforth, apart from this alliance “of
oconvenience,” Mme du Deffand’s conduct
was really irreproachable. Soon a small
but cholce company, the friends chiefly of
Hénault, gathered in her modest drawing
room, and, again through Hénault's influ-
ence she secured admission to the so-called
*court” of Sceaux, which up to the death
of the Duchesse du Maine, which took place
{n 1753, was a meeting ground for all the
most brilliant men and women of the day.
It was at Sceaux that Mme. du Deffand
made the acquaintance of the celebrated
mathematician D'Alembert, afterward to
become the lifelong admirer but ‘mever
satisfled lover of Julie de Lespinasse
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The salon organized by Mme. du Def-
fand started on its career with every pros-
peot of success, but its mistress meanwhile
had to struggle against one of the worst
calamities which can befall a human being.
She found herself gradually becoming blind,
and that doubtlese was one of the reasons
why she desired a companion. To her
blindness was doubtless due the mania
whioh led her literally to turn night into
day. For her the day began regularly at 6
o'clook in the evening, the h~ur at which
she first quitted her bedroom. Then began
the stream of visitors, whiol ultimately in-
cluded all the brilliant and interesting per-
sons in Paris. This curious life was shared
by Julie de Lespinasse, for Mme. du Deffand
fulfilled her promise that the girl ‘should
rank as a real companion and not as an
upper grade menial. She was not even
engaged as a secretary, for Mme, du Deffand
sometimes wrote her own Netters with the
help of an apparatus contrived for keeping
the lines straight and sometimes had them
written for her by a majordomo. Reading
aloud may have been to some extent a part
of the agreemeni, since after Julle quitted
the apartment of Mme. du Deffand in the
convent of St. Joseph her place was sup-
plied by a lectrice en tifre. Whether Julie
received a salary for her services is un-
known. We know, however, that less than

b contrived to lay by a large sum of money
in & desk in ber room, and on the eve of
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+ contract was drawn up by which the Duke

three months after her arrival in Paris a
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of Orleans undertook to pay her 698 france
annually for the rest of her life. The capital
required for the purchase of this life an-
nuity may have been supplied by Mme. du
Deffand. With the stipend of 800 {rance a
year inherited from her mother Julle's
spending money must huve amounted to
about $2156 a year., Every penny of this
meagre income was needed for clothes, for
she was one of those persons who repay
careful dressing.

Her figure was singularly graceful, and
her face, though by her own admission
never regularly pretty, might fairly at this
early period of her life be called charming.
A portrait by Carmonteslle shows her as she
was while still in the bloom of youth and
before smallpox, the dire disease by which
one woman in every four was then per-
manently disfigured, had set itsa mark upon
her. Bpeaking of this portralt the bioge
rapher observes that her dark brown hair,
oconoealed according to the universal custor
of the time beneath a layer of powder, is
arranged in one of the pleasing and unex-
aggerated coiffures worn at the period and
not sucoeeded until 1770 by the towering
struotures which made kneeling on the oar-
riage floor compulsory fop ladies in full
dress, The details are added that *her
eyes are large and dark, and the ‘tip tilted’
nose imparts a certain shade of piquancy
to her thoughtful and Intelligent face.” All
eye witnesses agree, however, that the
special attractiveness of her appearance
lay in her expression. “Though not actu-
ally beautiful, you are distingulshed looking
and attract attention,” wrote President
Hénault, To the same effect wrote the
cold and reserved D'Alembert: *What 1
should say of your appearance is only what
seems to strike everybody, namely, that
your whole bearing is most graceful and
distinguished, and that you have much
mind and expression in all your features
seems far preferable to mere soulless
beauty.” Her faithless lover, Guibert, was
also to testify: “That whioh preeminently
distinguished her was the supreme charm
without which besuty can only attain to
mere lifeless perfection, namely, expres-
sion. Hers had no particular characteristio;
it combined them all, so that you could not
precisely say that it was either witty or
lively or aweet or dignified or humorous
or gracious.," The admiration, however,
attraoted by Julie's appearance was slight
compared with that bestowed on her man-
ner and conversation. The exquisite circle
which eventually had gathered around Mme,
du Deffand and which comprised the fine
flower of Parisian intellect and breeding
could not sufficlently express astonishment
at the ease with which the young  rustio,
as though to the manner born, at once be-
came one of themselvi@

The relations betweell Julie de Leapinasse
and her patroness continued for some years
to be highly creditable to both. The girl
had ocertainly some hardships to endure,
but the congenial and appreciative atmos-
phere in which she found herself made them
at first seam light In comparison with her
miserable experiences in her father's chiteau
at Champrond. On her side she spared no
trouble to please the people who received
her so kindly and above all the benefactress
who had brought her into their circle. There
is no doubt that she won approbation from
the most fastidious of Mme. du Deffand's
friends, and she was no less successful in
conciliating the servants of the household,
an achievement involving greater diffioul-
ties. To Mme. du Deffand, on her part,
must be conceded the honor which is her
due She displayed at first no resentment,
but rather satisfaction, at the favor won by
Julie from some of her oldest friends, both
male and female. When a younger ad-
mirer appeared on the scene, her behavior
seems to have been on the whole not une
worthy of a conscientious guardian; though
it is undoubtedly from this incident which
took place when they had lived together
for three or four years that must be dated
the first perceptible struining of the rela-
tions between the aunt and niece The hero
of this first love affair was descended from
a noble and ancient Irish family, which still
exiats, its head, Viscount Taaffe, being set-
tled in Austria M. Taafle was in the
habit of paying long visits to Paris, and like
many other distinguished foreigners, be-
came for a time a regular attendant at the
salon of Mme. du Deffand. Hlis appearance
marked a momentous epoch in the experi-
ence of Julie de Lespinasse

If we except D'Alembert, of whose silent
devotion she was perhaps scarcely con-
scious, her admirers hitherto had all been
elderly men, and it had never occurred to
her to take auny of them seriously. The
feeling with which she inspired the new-
comer was of &8 warmer kind and was by
her fully reciprocated, and Mme. du Deffand
suddenly awoke to the fact that a flourish-
ing romance was in pro;rnl.boneuth her
roof. That she should have strongly ob-
jected to the affair was natural enough.
It was not impossible that Taaffe had al-
ready a wife in Ireland, and the gallant
Irishman's fortune probably consisted
mainly of debts, In view of Julie's almost
penniless condition It was altogether un-
likely that the courtship could result in
matrimony, and Mme. du Deffand, with her
hard won knowledge of the seamy side of
life, is not to be blamed for desiring in her
niece's interest to put an end to {t. Of
the two persons mainly concerned, the
gentleman received her remonstrances with
a docility which proves that he was at
heart convinced of their reasonableness.
The position which Julie took was different.
Instead of promising compliance with the
grave admonitions of her patroness she
broke out into protest with a vehemence
which dismayed the elder woman, by whom
the potentialities of passion hidden beneath
a surface of consummate tact and self-con-
trol had hitherto perhaps been unsus-
pected., Finding argument and reason un-
availing, Mme. du Deffand had recourse to
authority and peremptorily forbade the
girl to see or speak to Taaffe again, enjoin-
ing her to remain henceforth in her room
whenever this gentleman came to call at
the Convent of 8Bt. Joseph. She related in
after years that Julie, driven to despair
by the thought of never again meeting her
lover, took a dose of opium which nearly
proved fatal and had a lasting effect upon
her health. There is no doubt that Julie
de Lespinasse at a later and much graver
crisie of her life did make'an attempt at
suicide, which was only frustrated by the
intervention of Guibert. By and by to
all outward appearances a reconciliation
ensued between the aunt and niece. But their
first love for one another was never really
restored, and with every year the estrange-
ment grew, till the last remannt of affection
perished. and left them avowed and irrec-
oncilavle enemies,

V.

The day of reckoning, though long de-
farred, came at last one evening in April,
when Mme. du Deffand dmcovered that
her friends were p#ying much more atten-
tion to her companion than to herself. The

the younger woman from her houss, After
taking refuge for a while in a convent or In
the house of a female friend, Julis, with
the aid of D'Alembert and Mme. de Geoffrin,
organized a salon of her own. Taken al-
together, the income of the subjeot of this
biography, including an annuity given her
by Mme. de Geoffrin, amounted to about
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$1,80. Her lodgings were taken on & nine |

discovery made her frantic, and she drove |
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years lease at a rent of about $27 Her
rooms oocupied the second and third floors
of a medest house no«longer existing, nt
the junction of the Rue Bellecheasss and the
Rue 8t. Dominique, about a hundrad yerdsa
from the abode of her former protectress

The rooms were ten in number, five on each
story. On the lower floor was an ante-
chamber, a salon, the bedroom of Mile, do
Lespinasse, a dressing room and a small
bedroom for a servant. On the floor above
was the bedroom of har maid, a kitchen and
empty apartment, used as a lumber room,
and two other rooms ultimately sublet to
D'Alembert. Narrow as her incoms was,

Mlle. dé Lespinasse seems to have had
enough for her toilet, Guibart, who was
par exoellence a lady's man, and hence
no ocontemptible judge, credits her with
being in respect of dress an excellont man-
ager. In the inventory, of her effects mode
after her death, there wers enumerated
no fewer than forty gowns of silk and satin,

She managed in one way or another to give
two dinners a week.

The salon of Mlle. de Lespinasse was
from the outset a great success, The gath-
erings there included almost all the dis-
tinguished persons of every calling and
nationality to be found in Paris between
the years 1764 and 1776. Fine ladies, sol-
diers, statesmen, divines, scholars, men of
letters—every class was there represented,
There Turgot discussed his abortive social
reforms. There Condorost, the 'philo-
sophio marquis, brought his ungainly per-
sonality and his wild revolutionary ideas.
There the Itallan Ambassador Galiani, “the
pretty dwarf,” gesticulated and held forth
at will. There David Hume sought coun-
sel and sympathy from “the most sensible
woman in Paris.” There the fascinating
Comtesse de Boufflers, tearing herself for
awhile from the semisroyal circle where
as mistress of the Prince de Contl she
reigned supreme, poured forth her start-
ling paradoxes. There the warm hearted
Duchesse de Chatillon, who worshipped
Julie de Lespinasse, hung eagerly on every
word that fell from the lips of her idol. There
also might be seen the stately Spaniard
Aranda, and there for a brief space the enig-
matio figure of Lord Shelburne. D'Alem-
bert, of course, was always present, except
when abeent from Paris.

All cont mporaries agreé that the dis-
tinguishing characteristio of this partioular
salon was its catholicity, and that this again
was entirely (ue to the unique personality
of the hostess, which enabled her to attract
and combine into a homogeneous whole the
most diverse and incongruous elements.
As Marmontel observed at the time, no
ordinary woman could have started discus-
sions among such remarkable men and taken
part in them as she did with a closeness of
reasoning equal to theirs and sometimes
with an eloquence peculiar to herself. No
ordinary woman could have varied the
conversation at her will, Introducing each
new topio with the ease of a fairy waving
her magio wand. Grimm testifies that she
possessed in the most eminent degree the
diffioult and precious art of drawing out the
best intelligence of others. No one, La
Harpe recalled, could better do the honors
of her house. Every one found his own
place there and always to his own satisfac-
tion. *She had great knowledge of the
world, and that most attractive kind of
politeness which seems to proceed from a
personal interest in each individual.” Tt is
trus that oconversation was sometimes
varied with “readings,” that terrible insti-
tution of the eighteenth century. From
the worst horrors of this system, however,
Jylle de Lespinasse was comparatively
secure, for such was the reputation of her
salon in literary circles that only writers
with something to recommend them could
aspire to the advertisement of appearing
there. Thus Marmontel gave her the first
reading of a comio opera, La Harpe of a
tragedy, and Bernardin de Saint-Pierre of
his “Voyage a I'lsle de France." Julie's
salon closed theoretically at 9 o'clock, after
which she and most of her guests went out
to finish the evening elsewhere,

VL

What makes the social success of Mlle.
de Lespinasse the more amazing is that
pot only was she poor and illegitimate but
also at the period of her greatest popularity
she was, according to the foolish standard
of thattime, no longer a young woman, and
moreover was hopelessly disfigured by the
smallpox. The biographer quotes a sig-
nificant phrase of hers, apparently meant
in apology for her independent mode of
life: “It does not matter what one does
when one is 30 years old and, to use
fine language, ravaged by disease.” The
conventional dogmas of her day taught
that only in the heyday of youth could one
of, the inferior sex hope to inspire love.
The most remarkable of many contradic-
tions to the “vouth and beauty” theory was
to be furnished by Jule de Leapinasse.
She had completed her thirty-fourth year
when she cast her eyes on the Marquis de
Mora, son and heir of the Spanish Ambassa-
dor at Paris—a young man only 22
years old, the fine flower of the proud-
est aristocracy in Europe, the idol of beau-
tiful and high born ladies. Suchan attach-
ment might well have been regarded ds a
madnees only to besurpassed by the greater
madness of expecting a return in kind, Yet
here the impossible happened, for Julie
de Lespinasse was destined to be loved by
this man as few women are loved by men,
and, indeed, far better than she loved him.
It Is certain that he loved her for le bon
motif, that their relations were ahsolutely
pure, snd that they were on the point of
being married when, at the age of
28, he prematurely died with Julie's
name upon his lips. Wa can well helieve
with the biographer that to the lonely,
disfigured woman, no lessa than to Mora,
with all his early knowledge of the world
and consequent world weariness, the at-
tachment must have seemed the awaken-
ing to a new life. At first, it appears, Julie
felt an honorable reluctance to accept the
devotion so freely tendered, but her lover
made light of every argument against his
suit. “You love me,” he urged, “and
where love is, nothing else is of any ae-
ecount.” “And soon,” she says, “he per-
suaded me" to believe him. All the latent
passion of her nature awokein response to
his, and with hyperbolic fervor he declared
that ih the art of loving even the women
of his own ardent South were mere chilcren
in comparison with her.

We have said that the Marquis de Mora
loved Julle better than she loved him. It
was not many months before he died that
she contracted the great passion of her life
for the Comte de Guibert, who in the eyes
of her biographer was but a *pinchbeck
hero.” It is true that at the age of twenty-
five he had attained by merit rather than
favor the rank of colonel, and two years
lgter published a “General Esaay on e stics*
which created a European sensation. (on-
oerning the technioal merita of this work
it is enough to say that they sucoeesively
commanded the approval of two such mili-
tary critios as Frederiok the Great of Prus-
sla and the Emperor Napoleon. In Puria,
owing to ita advocacy not only of military
but also of political and economic re-
forms, the book had an unparalleled suc-
oess. The soldier writer quickly became
the demigod of every salon, and women
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question: Which would be the best of the
| three—to be M. de Guibert's mother. his
| sigtor or his mistross?
The beginning of Guibert’s acquaintanos
[ with Mlle. de lespinasse cates from a
| marden féta given by a great financier who
was a friend of D'Alembert. The impres-
_sion which she then made upon Guibert
| may be gathered from oertain passages
in the glowing encomium ocomposed by
him on the night of her funeral: “She
was 88 [really 39) years old when I first
met her, and her figure was still distin«
guished and full of grace She was far
from beautiful, and, moreover, disfigured
by smallpox. But her plainness had noth-
ing repulsive about it, even at the first
glanoe. At the seoond you took it as a
matter of course, and at the third you had
| forgotten it." There is no doubt that
Guibert was attracted to her almost at
first sight and hit upon a singular artifice
for stealing his way into her heart. He
posed as an Aomme incompris. He had,
he explained, an attachment of some years
standing to @ lady who did not, in his esti-
mation, love him as he deserved to be loved,
and his noble soul was In consequenoe
afflicted with a profound melancholy. Of
the truth of this myth he convinoad Mile.
| de Lespinasse, who listened to him with
sympathy, and, though urging him to re-
main faithful, could not but feel that he had
been unfortunate in his choice. As it hap
pened, the lady fn question was said to be
married, but this detail seems not to have
been thought worth oconsidering. It 'did
not oocur to Julie that there was a oertain
risk in receiving and reciprocating ooh-
fidences of 8o delicate a nature. She did not
realize that through a whole winter Guibert
was beooming more and more neoessary
| to her. It was not until they were on the
eve of a separation that she became eon-
scious of the importance which his presénce
had assumed for her. It was then that
she wrote him a latter of which she was
thereafter to say: *I detest, I abhor the
| fatality which urged me to write you that
| first note.” It formed the beginning of the
1 famous correspondence, always associated
with her name, and marked the first de-
cisive step on the path from which it was
never more in her power to escape

VII

We have come to a crisis in the life of
Mlle. de Lespinasse which the sympathetio
biographer shrinks from describing in de-
tail. Two points, however, she feels in
Jjustice bound to recognize: First, that it
is difficult to judge such a case by the
standard of the present generation; seos
ondly, that Mlle. de Lespinasse was as far
as possible from resembling the crowd
of light hearted sinners who on every side
surrounded her, and that she suffered
agonies of remorse such as few women of
her entourage would have been capable
of feeling on the same score. She wrote
to Guibert: *The,crime of a moment has
ruined my whole life. What does it profit
me that I was always virtuous before I
knew you? I know that I have sinned
against virtue and against myself, and 1
have lost all self-respect.” It was on |
February 10, 1774, a date unmistakably
indicated by more than one reference in
her letters, that she forfeited, as she saye,
all right to respect herself, By a coinci-
dence of unspeakable horror, it was on
the self-same night when her true lover
the Marquis de Mora, received from a
violent hemorrhage his death Llow, that
he was betrayed by the woman whom he
had trusted so entirely, but of whose be-
trayal most happily for him he was never
to know. The inevitable Nemesis, how-
ever, was not long delayed for Mlle. de.
Lespinasse, but it did not assume the form
of public exposure and disgrace. Nothing
in her whole story is more remarkable
than the utter absence of suspicion as to
the true nature of her relations with Gui-
bert. It was not till one of the pair had
been dead for thirty-three years, and the
other for nineteen, that the posthnmous
publication of the “Letters” revealed the
long kept secret to the intense astonish-
ment of their few surviving contempor-
aries, Yet they seemed to have been
constantly together, passing hours alone
either in a private box at the Opéra or in
Julie's room in the Rue Bellechasse. That
no one in these circumstances should have
even guessed at the truth testifies alike to
the high reputation borne by Mlle. de Les-
pinasse and, in justice it must be added, to
the honorable reticence maintained by
Guibert, a reticence all the more creditable
to him that it scarcely seems to havebeen
generally one of his habits.

Julie's punishment wae to coma in more
subtle fashion, in the first instance through
the man she had wronged and in the
second through that other man for whom
she had made so great a sacrifice. On his
dying bed the Marquis de Mora gathered
suflicient strength to write once more in
these words to the woman whom he had
loved with absolute devotion: *I was
about to have seen you once more, and
now I must die. What a fearful stroke of
fate! But you once loved me, and the
thought of you is still sweet to me. ¢ is
for your sake that I am dying.

There i8 no doubt that in the first angujsh
of remorse and despair the reciplent of
these words resolved on taking her life, and
the resolution will surprise nobody ao-
quainted with her passionate and impulsive
nature. That Guibert alone suspected her
purpose and succeeded in dissuading her
from it is rendered equally certain by the
incessant reproaches which on this very
score she afterward heaped upon him.
The sight of her agony evidently Inspired
him for a time with genuine pity, and per-
haps with some fleeting contrition, and in
his afforta to reconcile her to life he showed
a tenderness which she was unable to resist.
His contrition lasted for a while, and it was
only gradually that Julie realized that for |
her all poseibility of happiness had van-
ished on the day that Mora breathed out
his life in an inn at Bordeaux on his way
to Paris. Gradually Guibert began to talk
to her about the necessity of his maxing
a marriage of convenience. He sedulovsly
represented his matrimonial designs as
based entirely upon prudence, and irrespec-
tive of any woman in particular. Through
the winter of 1774-76 he had in conversation |
with Mlle. de Lespinasse allowed the sub-
ject so completely to drop that she half
believed him resolved upon a single life,
while all the time negotiations were in prog-

|
|

paying his court to Mlle. de Courcelles,
who was not only well dowered but beauti-
| ful. Once the betrothal was about to be
:furmally announced, however, it became
impossible any longer to congeal the truth,
After a clumey attempt at preparation
which aroused an agony of apprehension
|'in his unhappy victim he told i er of his
| approaching marriage, representing it en-
| tirely as an affair of convenance and re-
|pr¢uinz the fact that he had anything
I more than a formal acquaintance with his

future bride, To the forsaken woman f{t

seemo | that now indead she had been
! atabbed to the heart. “If we must cease

to love, then 1 must cea e to livel” was the
| heartbroken cry which rose to her lips.

v
The blographer emphasizes the fact that
Julie regarded Guibert's marriage as con.
.

.
.

stitutint an impassable barrier between
him and'ber. We are reminded that such
a.point of view was hy no means in her
time universally recognized, nor was it
shared by Guibert himself. The jetters re-
cently published rmke it plain that the
honeymoon onoce well over he was anxious
to renew his former relations, but enooun-
tered a resolution which he found it would
be, impossible to shake, For the short re-
mainder of her unhappy life Julie de Lea-
pinasse was free from reproach, and in the
judgment of her biographer the determina-
tion not to injure another woman expiated
in some measure for former wrongdoing.
Her attitude, indeed, toward her unoon-
scious rival was at all times thenceforth
conapicuously generous. The bitterness of
her heart overflowed often enough in re-
proaches to Guibert, but of his betrothed
she uniformly spoke in terms of respect
and even of kindness. Once she terrified
Guibert beyond measure by appearing un-
expeotedly In his rooms on an evening when
she knew that he was to receive a visit
from Mlle. de Courcelles and her mother.
The wretched man vainly implored her to
withdraw before their arrival. Bhe was
determined to see his future wife, but the
sosne which followed relieved him of his
fears. Mile. de Lespinasse made herself
as delightful as only she could The girl
was fascinated by her charm of manner
and the caressing tenderness with which
she welcomed the flancée of an old and
valued friend. Next day Julle, as if de-
termined to be thorough in her great re-
nunciation, wrote to Guibert: “I thought
her charming and well deserving of the
interest you feel in her. The manners and

ppearance of her mother are also most
cu.m; and attractive. Yes, you will be
happy.® Guibert was gratified and even
touched by this magnificent self-abnega-
tion, but he considered that it was scarcely
maintained with sufficient consistenoy.
There was In his opinion a want of good
faith about such letters of congratulation
as that which he received after the formal
signing of his marriage contract: “And so
the sentence is signed! God grant it may
be as decisive for your happiness as my
death! Farewell; may your life be always
too full and too happy to leave room
for the remembrance of an unfortunate
woman who loved you." Manlike, he did
not like even to think that he was kill-
ing the woman whom he professed still
to love, but to be told it was really very
unpleasant. Tt is certain, as the biographer
says, that Guibert spoke no more than the
truth when he wrote about this time to
Julie de Lespinasse the words whioh roused
her to an inexplicable fury of resentment:
“Do not break your heart for me, I beseech
you. Iam not worthy of all that you have
suffered for my sake.”

When Mlle, de Lespinasse declared that
Guibert had signed her sentence of death
on the same day as his marriage contraot,
she epoke no more than the truth. The
biographer deems it extremely unlikely that
she would in any circumstances have lived
to be old, and the mental suffering of the
last few years had of course gravely
affected her always fragile health. This
final blow, which she survived barely a
twelvemonth, must certainly have hastened
the end. At her funeral D’Alembert and
Condoroet were chief mourners. By her
own express wish the last*observances were
performed in very simple fashion and a
hideous custom, then prevalent, of laying
out the dead in front of their homes as a
spectacle for all who passed by was omitted.
Miss Jebb points out on her final page that
Julie de Lespinasse never oeased to believe
that if Mora had lived to know all he would
have forgiven her. D'Alembert, we know,
although out to the heart when he fimt
learned of her relations with Guibert, did
live to forgive her. Surely, then, the
blographer thinks, it is scarcely for us to be
pevere in condemning her. “Across the
intervening gulf of over a hundred years
her unique and fascinating personality
pleads with us on her behalf, as it pleaded
then even with those who had suffered
through her fault. We find in her some
things whioh we needs must blame, but
far more to be admired, pitied and loved.*

M W H.

The Mongols.

A painstaking and creditable attempt
to treat an interesting theme oconoerning
which extensive and accurate knowledge
is obtainable only with much difficulty is
embodied in a volume of some four hundred
pages called The Mongols by JEREMIAR
Cortiv (Little, Brown & Co.). The book
would have been more satisfactory if the
stthor had indicated his souroes of au-
thority: there is no bibliography. As we
have no reason to believe that the writer
was & Chinese scholar we must infer that
he relled largely on previous European
researohes, the results of which have been
to a oconsiderable extent transmitted in
the Russian and Polish languages, with
both of which the late’ Mr, Curtin was
familiar, It cannot be denied that his
failure to mention by name any of the
authors on whom he bases his narrative
s much to be regretted, for no single state-
ment of fact can be aocepted by strangers
without verification. Having known the
writer personally, however, we have no
doubt that the general impression conveyed
by him concerning the primitive condition
of the Mongol people and their almost
world wide conquesta under Genghis Khan
and his successors is trustworthy,

Mr. Curtin points out in his initial chapter.
how from an obsoure beginning the word
Mongol has gone on increasing in signifi-
oanos and spreading geographically during
ore than ten centuries. From the time
when men uded it first until the present day
the name has been employed chiefly in
three senses, In the primary sense it refers
to some small groups of hunters and herds-
men living north of the great Gobl desert;
in the second sense it denotes certain peoples
in Asia and eestern Europe; in the third and
most recent sense an almost worldwide
extension has been given it. In this third
and broad sense the word Mongol has been
made to include in one category all yellow
skinned rations or peoples, Including those
with a reddish brown or dark tinge in the
‘vellow. They are also assumed to have
straight bair, always black, and dark eyes
of various degrees of intensity. In this
sense the word Mongol coordinates Immense
groups ¢f men who in some traits are like
one another but are widely dissimilar in
others, [t comprehends the Chinese, the

rese, and he waa losing no opportunity of | Coreans, the Japanese, the Manchus and

the original Mongols, with their near rela-
tives, the Tatar or Turkish tribes, that
hold central Asia or most of it. Moving
southwestward from China the term covers
the Tibetans, and with them all the non-
Aryan natlons and tribes, until India and
Persia are reached. In India also, whose
most striking history in modern ages is
Mongol, nearly all populations, except those
which are plainly of Aryan or Semito
stock, are classified with Mongols, In
Persia, where the dynasty is Mongol, the
Mongolian race s preponderant in places
and important throughout the kingdom,
even where it is in a minority. In Asia
Minor the Mongol is master, for the Turk
is still poversign and will be till & com-
plete rearrangement of southeastern Europe
and weatorn Asia is brought about, Mr,
Curtin reminds us that five groups of Mon-

gols bhave made themselves tw in

W
Europe:

of the bighest rank debated gravely the.

ars, the Mon.

gol invaders of Russia in the thirteenth
century, and the Turks or Osmanli, who
captured Constantinople about the middle
of the fifteenth century. In Africa too
there have been and still are Mongols,
Theoretically at least the Turkish des
minion exists in Egypt and In Tripoll. Not
restricted to the Eastern Hemisphere, the
word Mongol Is now often used to include
aboriginal man in America, Thus this
great aggregation of human beings ls
found in all parts of both hemispheres, and
the Mongols cannot be oconsidered his-
torically in a wide sense of the name unless
we oonsider all mankind,

Turning now to the original and narrowe
est sense of the word, our author recog-
nizes that the term was first applicable
only to those Mongols who during twelve
centuries or more have inhabited the country
immediately south of Lake Balkal and
north of the great Gobi Desert. It ia from
these Mongols propoathnt the appellation
has at last been exfended to the whole
yellow race in both hemispheres, It Is
often said that the word Mongol was coined
by the Chinese, but Mr. Curtin deems this
doubtful. He admits, however, that the
Chinese made the name known to the oute
side world, and thus opened the way to
the wide application now given it, In
the Middle Kingdom, the Tang dynasty
lasted from A. D, 818 to A, D. 807, and lefs
an interesting history of its own, in which
the term Mongol appears as Mong-ku,
whereas in the annals of the Khitan dynasty,
whioh followed the Tang, the form used
is Mong-ku-li. The Khitans were suo-
ceeded by the Golden Khans, or Khin Empe-
rors, and in the annals of their line the
Mong-ku are very often mentioned,

There seems to be no doubt that the
Mongols began their career somewhat
south of Lake Ba'kal, ina region where six
rivers rise in a very remarkable thountain
tract. Three of these, the Onon, the Ingoda
and the Kerulon, are the main western
sources of that immense waterway tha
Amur, which enters the Sea of Okhotsk and
thus finds the Pacific. The other thres
rivers, the Tula, Orhon and BSelinga, flow
into Lake Baikal, and thence, through the
Lower Angara and the Yenisse' are merged
in Arotic waters, directly in front of Nova
Zembla., These two water systems begin
in the Kentei Khan Mountains, which have
as their most elevated peak Mount Burham,
The six rivers, while flowing either toward
the Amur or toward Lake Baikal, water the
whole stretch of country where, as far as we
know, the activity of the Mongols began.
There they mayed about with their large
and small cattle, fought, robbed and hunted
ate and drank and slew one another during
unreckoned centuries. In that region of
forest and grass land, of mountains and
valleys, of rivers, large and small, the air
is bracing, though piercingly ocold during
winter and exceedingly hot in the summer
months, There was subsistence enough
for a simple life in that country, but men
had to fight for it savagely. Flocks and
herds, when they have grown numerous,
need immense spaces to feed in, and the
necessary areas of pasture land caused un-
ending struggle and bloodshed.

This grabbing of pasture and forest,
this stealing of cattle and capture of women
oontinued for ages with no apparent results
exoept those which were personal, local and
transient, till Temudjin, the great Mongol—
better known to us as Genghis Khan-
appeared in that rough mountain country.
This man summed up in himself and in-
tensified to the utmost the ideas, strength,
temper and spirit of his race as they had
been presented in action and life up to
his day. He placed the Mongols on the
stage of the world with a skill and & power
that were colossal and all conquering. The
results which he achieved were immediato
and terrifying. As Mr. Curtin truly says,
no man born of woman has had thus far in
history a success so peculiar, so thorough
and perfect, so completely acknowledged by
mankind, as the success won by Temudjin,
We seem to feel in his career an {rresistible
sequence, a finish, a oneness of charaoter,
that seta it apart among all the careers of
those mighty men in history who worked
for this life and no other, who strove for
no object save that whioh is tangible, ma-
terial and present—success of such kind,
and suoccess so enormous, that a common
intelligence might yearn for it but would
have no more chance of winning it than
of reaching the stars or of seeing the sun
at midnight, Almost all thoughtful men
will concur with the author of this book
in pronounoing the career of this Mongol |
unique on this earth, unapproachabls,
since its object was unmixed and immedi.
ate and his success in attaining it was s
great that it appears, we might almost say,
superhuman,

The story of Genghis Khan, as here re-
oounted, is followed by the story of his suc-
oessors, inoluding, of course, the famous
Tamerlane down to the fifteenth century.
During some two hundred years Mongol
princes strove unoeasingly 'to regain lost
dominion, yielding to China when sufficient
foroe was sent against them or attacking
border provinoes of the empire when thosa
provinces were left unguarded, At last,
toward the middle of the seventeenth cen-
tury, when the Ming dynasty was nearing
its downfall in the Middle Kingdom, the
Mongols found themselves divided into
groups under various small ohieftains, eaoch
of whom bore the title of Khan. After tha
Manchu dynasty had won oontrol in China,
about the middle of the seventeenth oen-
tury, it took under its protection the eastern-
most Mongols and with thelr aid conquered
nearly all the rest. Sinoe '1760 most of the
Mongols proper have been subject to China,
while & remnant is under Russian rule.

It was Mr. Curtin's conviotion that, ra-
markable as has been the part played by
the Mongols {n history, the part yet to be
played by them may be far more memor-
able. How great and how varied that part
may prove and of what character is one of
the secrets of the future,

RUBSIAN RAILROAD STORY.

How @ Student Thought to Relleve the
Tedium of Travel,
St Petersburg correapondence Lomdon Globe.

The tedium of rallway travelling in Russis
was relieved the other day in an unexpected
manner. In A& compartm of the train
going from Kursk ‘o a beautiful
young lady next lo a jeat, with
whom she held an an versation,
Opposite sat a student w the priest
the causerie which he wi ing.
As the evening came on the girl fell asleep
and the priest nodded his head in slumber
That wasan opportunity which no self-respect-
ing practical joker could afford to let slip.
Bending forward, thestudent kissed the slvep-
Ing damsel and sprang back into his seat.
The salute awakened the girl, who, think-
ing that it was her neighbor, the priest, who
had dared to kiss her, jumped up and gave
him a sounding box on the ears. ‘Thestudent
rejoiced greatly, There was a commotion,
the policeman accompanying the train was
summoned, and he at onee drew up a “pro-
tocol” against the wronged priest, while the
student offered to appear as a witness in the
law court at Kief,
But at the last moment a young Jewess
who had been sitting tn & dark carner unab-
served by anybody stepped forvard, exop
erdted the poor prisst from the terrible acen-
sation, and then it was the student’s turn to
feol miserable, .,
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